Panel Discussion

Once the colonists gained their independence from Britain, they were faced with the task of forming a brand new government.  For this activity, you will be responsible for explaining the ideas of the historical philosopher you’ve been assigned.  The activity will take the form of a panel debate between you and other “historical philosophers” about the ideal form of government.  It will involve you answering questions from the “press” and from the others on the panel (think sport’s press interviews).  You will also have the chance to ask questions of the other panelists.  Here is the assignment:

1. Read the biographical briefing on your historical figure.

2. Answer the questions in complete sentences in your ISN on page 22.
3. Read the biographical briefings on the other historical figures.  Fill in the chart on the back of this paper.

4. If you are an actor:

1. Create a “cheat sheet” of your philosopher’s ideas to refer to during the debate.

2. Read the other biographies and write 1-2 questions to ask 2 other panelists.

    
 If you are a member of the press:

1. Read the biographies of the other panelists.  Try to discover who has similar ideas to yours and who opposes you.

2. Write 4 questions for each panelist, including yours.

A note about questions to ask:

· Ask questions about the panelist’s ideas on government.

· Be specific (not “what are your ideas on government?”)

· DO NOT ask questions that have nothing to do with government or who should be allowed in government (ie:  when were you born; what was the name of the book you wrote; where were you born, etc.)

· Keep your questions to the information on the bio sheet.
