
Short summary of

Bill of Rights and Amendments to the 

U.S. Constitution

1st
United States citizens have these freedoms:

· Religion

· Speech

· Press

· To gather together peacefully

· To ask the government to correct injustices

2nd
United States citizens have the right to keep and use firearms for national security.

3rd
Soldiers denied lodging in citizens’ homes.

4th
United States citizens have the right to privacy for themselves, their houses and their belongings.  All searching and taking of possessions must be reasonable.  A search warrant is required which must list the place to be searched and what is sought.

5th
United States citizens have the right to refuse to testify against themselves.  They cannot be tried for the same crime twice, nor have their life, liberty or property taken without due process.  Private property cannot be taken for public use without fair payment.

6th
United States citizens have the right to:

· A speedy and public trial

· A jury trial in criminal cases

· Face their accusers

· A lawyer to represent them in court

7th
United States citizens have the right to a jury trial in civil matters (when you sue someone for money).

8th
United States citizens have the right to a reasonable bail, fines, and punishment.

9th
United States citizens have more rights than those that appear here.

10th
Some powers are given to the Nation.  Other powers are reserved for the States.


